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MEDALS OF THE PRESIDENTS 


The presidential series of medals issued by the Philadelphia Mint were 
originally known as the “Indian Peace” medals. The custom prevailed in 
colonial days for the British and French to present medals, usually in silver, 
to the Indian chiefs when treaties were made with them, which assisted in 
establishing and maintaining their friendship. The obverse bore the portraits 


of the reigning sovereigns. 


After gaining independence our government found it expedient to follow the 
custom. The earlies medal found thus far bore the date 1789. This is an 

oval disc of silver, individually engraved by hand on both sides, and rather 

crude in execution. A number of this type were issued before the first “die 

struck” medals were prepared in England, known as the Washington Season Medals, 
but these did not arrive before Washington’s administration terminated. Many 

of these, however, seem to have been presented during the presidency of John 
Adams. Next came the medals of Jefferson, all bearing the date 1801. Lewis 

and Clark took a goodly supply of these medals on their expedition to the 

Pacific coast, 1804-1806. There were several different sizes and some were 

struck in copper, as well as in silver. The rest of the series bearing portraits 

of the Presidents followed in order, and when the need for these medals in 
treating with the Indian chieftains no longer existed (1889), they were carried 

on up to date as a permanent historical record, as we know that medals and coins 
are probably the most enduring of records since they are widely dispersed and 


slow to disintegrate. 
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